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OPEN LETTERS. 


Peloria of Linaria vulgaris. 

I had, to-day, the most extraordinary confirmation of the idea some¬ 
times cherished, that when the mind is charged with a particular notion 
the subject is not far to seek. Passing near a lot covered over with Lin¬ 
aria vulgaris in full bloom I said, “Now is my chance for peloria!Sure 
enough, though the incredulous may smile, at my very feet was a bed of 
twenty or more plants, all showing it, and in most fanciful ways. I have 
in other seasons occasionally met with a single flower so reverted at the 
top of a stem, but here were flowers with five spurs, some with three, 
some with two, and others normal, all on the same stems; this, too, 
shown by many distinct plants. All the peloric blossoms examined show 
an androecium of five stamens, irrespective of the number of spurs, 
there are, also, five lobes to the corolla in each case. Some of the flow¬ 
ers are disposed in whorls, these nearest the top of the stem, as if the 
raceme were breaking up. The number of spurs decreases in acropetal 
order. In one flower fasciation is shown as well as peloria; the result 
is a corolla of two double spurs, a corrugated palate, an upper lip of four 
lobes, and a lower of six lobes. It is especiallv to be noted, in view of 


. __ __ especially ..._ .. 

the “ supply of energy ” theory, that these flowers are all along the stems, 
iiot necessarily at the top, and that the lowest of flowers, as a rule, are 
most peloric. Gray f s Manual states that Dr. Darlington observed 
me peloric state of Linaria vulgaris in Pennsylvania. For real good 
Yankee eccentricity, Rhode Island is, as ever, ahead. 

Providence, R. I. w W. Bailey. 


Botanical papers at the A. A. A. S. 


wAj papcis ai me a. a. 

~ r Referring to the biological section of the American Association, tl 

Al ET u E rei ? la [ks: “ Very little can be claimed, however, for the quali 
**i *n6 botanical nanors. \Vit.H unma nttim. uimnraii a nuiro 1 


l 


# x 1 « . • . J 1 villi U\5 b Id 1 lilvU y IIU W C \ Ul ^ 1V/I tllv ' J l* 

a e ootamcjtl papers. With some exceptions, they showed a narro 
.ess of o iservation anil a superficiality of study which were lamentabk 
- s the only papers these can possibly refer to, from the synopsis given 
le azette (the others being commended, or only read by title or bri 

1' ia- ftC i. 'r ere Pi ;? fessor Sturtevant’s, Professor Schrenk’s, Professor Hs 
' i . V * ^'lessor Beal s, or Mr. Meehan’s, and as the editorial notes she 

rpmari??^rr^i?intended ‘‘to fit,” I trust you will allow me 
of mo (' . l° r U . ( i lee ^ no r i"bt to object to this decision of the ed>to 

iutAHA^ 1 "t ZE f r i TE 1 ^ l ^ at m y papers were understood by those wb 
g : n .. | , °. indeed, I do not now object to your decision, b’ 

thp i ' tl' 8l f e i° 110 re ader to compare the abstracts as given, wil 

rnnat. h.™ the objectors said in proving the point that the essa; 

11,8 , nave been mi.simderst'.od.^^^^^^^B^^^^^H 
.1 had no other ‘ 
tlie interest of the m 

botinii? r ^ i r , a en i t U, T, ’ as ur - Wray once said when told tha| I 
doctor had eC Yr? that he could “get out a better manual” than 

briny h; a r»« ne i’ He is the man I want to see. By all means, let b 

thaiA manUil1 out No one will be more pleased with better pap 

view H r a ll D A h °r Ver 7 tbe ? bove thought of temporary interest only 
werp fKon publishing my papers in the form in which tt 
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cism of the editors of the Gazette, it will only be fair to myself that I 
take the benefit of the doubt, and lay them in full before my fellow 
students, and I hope before long to find snmo opportunity of doing so. 
German t<nvn } Pa. . Thomas Meehan. ^ 

[The Gazette’s criticism was not directed wholly to Mr. Meshans 
papers, as he assumes. Much less were any papers judged by the amount 
of “entertainment ” or “ temporary interest ” they afforded. The criti¬ 
cism was aimed wholly at their character as scientific productions, as 

which, it is to be assumed, they are presented.—Los.] 


CURRENT LITERATURE. 


Origin of our Trees* 


uri)(ni i/i 

Paleobotany, founded by Adolphe Brongniart, is a subject of groat 
and increasing interest. The difficulties with which it has to conten lire 
enormous, and its growth necessarily slow, but a few years has irougi 
much information, and paleobotanists are to be commend *** 

great activity. Eminent among the multiplying workers is oun 


uiciu acuvuy. Eminent among the multiplying workers is ^ on 
Si porta, whose last work 1 is before us, on the origin of trees cultivate* or 

j 1 _ ... c* 1 _m^ii fiornres.anci tne 

used by man. 


laoi W UI K 15 Uti Vi W --~ o . « 

«««• u) mtnj. The text is interspersed with 44 Excellent gures.an 

whole treatment of the subject is remarkably clear. Of course 1 wo 

be impossible in this brief sketch to give any detailed account o a 

which is entirely made up of details, but a brief synopsis 0 cont . n 

_ .1 * . j?_ : —rnrious croups 


serve. 

of 


with 


*c. 1 ne suujeci proper uegm» «ivu « --- _ 

ur gymnosperms; in the secoud division thWmonocot) e o . , 
sidered, with such forms as the palms and sniilax; the tnri ant 

division is devoted to dicotyledons, its many arborescent or e . 
taken up in succession. The figures are very suggestive, _ . on( . p 

usually labelled as the ancestral forms of familiar mo>. ern ^rou , ^ 

eatch the attention of a botanist. One of the tnost exce en ^ 

the book is a synoptical table, which gives in a con ense ® roups, 

according to geological chronology, the beginnings o e jenwnd 

By .his means a glance will catch facts which otherw.se woutadsm.^ 

"uioh reading for their discovery, and probab y^ wou , or j ns ,tiince, 

tnely unless the reader was very conversant wUh vr • ex j ?t - 

one sees that the Carboniferous has given the first Salisburia, or 

ence of Cycads,the primitive Salisburias.etc., w n e . find 

Oinkgo, is not established until the Permian. In ^J^nember of the 
’he ancestors of the Cupressinete; while in tie °we genus 

Cretaceous the first dicotyledons are discovered, am P ■ p rrUce . 

P'’pulus, an appearance which is speedily f«l nwe< > n tvpcs. This 

<•«* (Cenomanian) by a great abundan ce ,of dicotyledono us^P^ | 

1 Saporta, Ls Marquis G.-Oriein p»l«ontolr-Bl-i'^ ' les SOc. 

‘ homme. Pp. X vi. 360. Paris: J. B. Baillk x -e et fils, I»S- 


adlK'* p ftr 
















